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Itisfairly easyto pick out a male foryour future breeding program, butitcan also be a learning process. Itis at this point
that | would emphatically recommendthatyou askthe breederaton of questions about the guppies thatyou are aboutto
purchase. What malesto use or discard for breeding, whatfemales to use or discard forbreeding. Ask the question “Isthere
anythingelse I should look outforwhen selecting my nextset of guppiesas breeders ?”

Personallywhenlam looking formy nextsetof breeders, | look forthe overall shape of the caudal, then the dorsal and
finally the nice body size. In general you have to select the best overall combined features of the male. Thisisamale witha
matching dorsal to the caudal and once you have made thisselection gowithit...If you are not sure then set uptwo sets of
breeders (yoursecond choice) if you have the extratank space.

If you are looking foraspecificqualityin one or more of your males thatyou would like to enhance , thenthatis another
route to go and is and was the way that many new guppy strains were developed. Soingeneral thisistotally avisual process. |
personallylookfora clean overall looking guppy with the emphasis on a nice caudal (colorand shape).The next thing!look for
is a nice dorsal (colorand shape). One word of caution about the dorsal, the dorsal can be one of the hardest parts of a guppy
to fixwhenthereis aproblem, so pay special particularattention to the dorsal when selecting male breeders. When | say a
clean caudal and dorsal,

1: I meanno spikesineither.

2: The angle of the caudal comes off of the peduncle evenly (not having too much of the caudal on the bottom part of the

triangle shape of the tail).

Selecting femalesforyou breeders can be tricky if working with solid colored male caudals. In general you needto select
femalesthat basically have solid colored caudals and dorsals ora clear/ non pattern caudal and dorsal. In picking afemale with
a patternin the caudal or dorsal you have a great chance of having offspring with a patternin both the caudal and dorsal ( this
isvery useful when working with Bi-Color / Multi guppies). There are however exceptions to this but not many.

Sometimes when working with Green, Blue or Purple guppies the females tend to make it hard to see the true coloration of
the females. Away to find out the true coloration of the female is to place herina plastichanging viewing container and turn
off the lights. After 15 minutes come back into the room with the lights still off and examinethe female with aflash light.
When the flashlightis shined on the female you willsee hertrue colors. There however may be females that produce Green,
Blue and Purple males. Not working with solid color guppies, | would venture to say this may be a trait from the male, female
or both.

When working with Black females they may have caudals and or dorsals that are Black but really have aheavy presence of a
secondary Green, Blue or Purple coloring. | always have tried to take the blackest caudal without much of those colors being
present.Soinshort you have to place these femalesin the viewing containerandinspecttheminthe dark with a flashlight too
when selecting breeders.

When selecting Half Black bodied females, you might runinto another problem. This problem s thatif you wait toolongto
breed your Half Black bodied females they won’t be able to getimpregnated (ruinaline very quickly), soyoumightbe forced
to selectyourfemale breeders much sooner. There are several ways to avoid this problem.

1: Do notkeepvirginfemales. Whenyou have selected your male then take two of his sisters and breed them.



You should wait until the third drop of young to collectthe young. The odds are in your favor that the spermfrom your
selected maleisthe spermthathas fertilized that drop of young.
2: Breed your selected male toyoungerfemales from anotherlaterdrop.

Thanks for reading my article GUPPY BRIEFS # 23, | hope that this could be of some help to you in
your quest to make better guppies or maintain your guppy line.



